96   MARSHALL AND THE CONSTITUTION

turned to skillful use by the defense to embroil
further the relations between the Chief Justice and
the President. With this end in view, Burr moved
on the 9th of June that a subpoena duces tecum
issue to Jefferson requiring him to produce certain
papers, including the famous cipher letter to Wil-
kinson. The main question involved, of course,
was that of the right of the Court under any cir-
cumstances to issue a subpoena to the President,
but the abstract issue soon became involved with a
much more irritating personal one. "This," said
Luther Martin, who now found himself in his
element, "this is a peculiar case, sir. The Presi-
dent has undertaken to prejudge my client by
declaring that 'of his guilt there is no doubt.' He
has assumed to himself the knowledge of the Su-
preme Being himself and pretended to search the
heart of my highly respected friend. He has pro-
claimed him a traitor in the face of the country
which has rewarded him. He has let slip the dogs
of war, the hell-hounds of persecution, to hunt
down my friend. And would this President of the
United States, who has raised all this absurd
clamor, pretend to keep back the papers which are
wanted for this trial, where life itself is at stake?"
Wirt's answer to Martin was also a rebuke to the